THERE LAY THE CITY                            QQ
toes till his mother bent down and kissed him good-
night. And then he came over to me and did the
same, when Judy said : " You must shake hands with
the gentleman."
" You kissed him, didn't you ? " Johnnie
retorted.
And Judy blushed all over and Johnnie kissed me
good night and the servant-woman smiled at me and
took him in to bed.
We got back into the car,
" I like him, Judy." I said as we drove off.
" Why don't you give him to me and let me look after
him for you ?"
" Oh no, not him.    He's all I have."
" I didn't mean that. I just like to look after
him as he grows up and see he gets what he should
have."
And Judy didn't say anything in reply.
When we got back to the garret, the Pir was at the
door of the apartment and bowed most ceremoni-
ously as he had seldom done before to any of the
other lady-guests the garret had entertained. He
brought a large plate of pilaw which he said the old
Khoja lady downstairs had sent for me with her kind
respects. The Pir added that he had already gone
downstairs and thanked her on my behalf and that
in the morning I should thank her myself. I merely
acquiesced. It was all I could do in matters like
this on which the Pir had made decisions. And
then the Pir disappeared with the pilaw to make